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Hui Mo‘olelo Mural Project at University of Hawaiʻi Maui College

This public art project is a vibrant collaboration between community storytellers, 
cultural stewards, campus leadership, professional artists and organizers. Through 
months of dialogue, cultural exchange, and hands-on engagement, three large-scale 
murals have emerged—each rooted in authentic, place-based storytelling and brought 
to life through ongoing research, shared experience, and artistic interpretation.

Installed across campus, these murals by Solomon Enos, Eric Finley (Seven), and Jay 
Gilleard (Cbloxx) reflect the voices and values of our communities. From paddling 
with Nā Kai ‘Ewalu to song and hula at the YMCA, to plant medicine workshops and 
collaborative songwriting, public participation was essential at every step. The result 
is not just public art, but a shared legacy—one shaped with the community, by the 
community, and for the community. Learn more at mauipublicart.org/uhmc.

Mahalo to the following for bringing this project to life:
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ABOUT THE ART ABOUT THE PROGRAM

Maui Public Art Corps
Maui Public Art Corps is a 501(c)(3) tax-exempt nonprofit 
organization founded in 2020 to connect people, place and 
story through the development of exceptional public art. 

Created in response to the successful 2018 SMALL TOWN 
* BIG ART pilot in partnership with the County of Maui 
+ Hale Hō‘ike‘ike at the Bailey House/ Maui Historical 
Society, which pairs artists with community members to 
develop art installations rooted in Mary Kawena Pukui’s 
‘Ōlelo No‘eau: Hawaiian Proverbs and Poetical Sayings, 
our work extends these Wailuku-based activities to a 
countywide movement. Learn more at mauipublicart.org.

Hui Mo‘olelo
​Hui Mo‘olelo (“gathering of stories”) is a community-
driven storytelling and public art program led by Maui 
Public Art Corps in partnership with the County of Maui 
and Cultural Consultant Sissy Lake-Farm. 

Through free workshops, participants are trained in the 
art of storytelling and paired with an intergenerational 
partner to record site-specific narratives that celebrate 
Maui County history, culture, and sense of place. These 
recordings serve as the foundation for public art projects, 
with artists selected via community panel to interpret the 
stories into visual, performance, or experiential works, 
fostering deeper community engagement and cultural 
preservation. 

The program has expanded with initiatives like Hui 
Mo‘olelo: Lāhainā, focusing on Lāhainā’s cultural legacy, 
and Hui Mo‘olelo: Lei Pua ʻAla, in collaboration with 
the Hawai‘i Council for the Humanities, which uplifts 
Māhū and LGBTQ+ narratives to promote inclusivity 
and acceptance. Nationally recognized for its impactful 
community contributions, Hui Mo‘olelo has been 
supported by the National Endowment for the Arts—
an acknowledgment that affirmed the collaborative’s 
designation as a Local Arts Agency and strengthened our 
capacity to connect people, place, and story through 
exceptional public art projects.

Rooted in ‘Ōlelo No‘eau #2482: Ola 
i ka wai a ka ‘ōpua [There is life in 
the water from the clouds. Rain 
gives life.] Eric Finley’s mural honors 
the moʻolelo of Louis Garcia III and 
Kaliko Storer. Developed through 
community songwriting, ukulele, 
and storytelling workshops, the 
piece celebrates the role of fishing 
in island life and reflects themes of 
kuleana, ancestral connection, and 
the importance of sharing blessings. 
mauipublicart.org/louis

Jay Gilleard’s mural explores themes 
of identity, healing, and ancestral 
memory, inspired by moʻolelo 
from Anuhea Yagi, Hōaka Delos 
Reyes, Nicolita Garces, and Ashley 
Ancheta Galacgac. Through a plant 
medicine workshop and community 
consultations, the project bridges 
ancient wisdom and contemporary 
expression to honor queer identity 
and the power of mālama through 
time. mauipublicart.org/healers

Rooted in ‘Ōlelo No‘eau #2559: Pa‘a 
ka waha, hana ka lima [Shut the 
mouth; keep the hands busy. Never 
mind the talking; start working], 
Solomon Enos’ mural brings to 
life the moʻolelo of Uncle “Gaby” 
Gouveia and Pualani Enos. Shaped 
by community paddling, hula, 
and storytelling gatherings, the 
artwork reflects values of aloha and 
legacy. It celebrates Maui’s spirit of 
connection and honors the living 
impact of stories rooted in place and 
purpose. mauipublicart.org/gaby


